JAMES WILLIAM WATSON, who is now living retired in the 
Village of Glendale, as one of the venerable and honored pioneer 
citizens of Kane County, was born at Crowle, Lincolnshire, Eng- 
land, August 25, 1848, a son of John Webster Watson and Mary 
(Hutchinson) Watson, the former of whom was born at Butter- 
wick-on-Trent, England, and the latter on a farm lying adjacent to 
Crowle. In their native land Mr. and Mrs. John W. Watson be- 
came converts to the faith of the Latter Day Saints, and in 1863 
they sailed on the ship Amazon, the first sailing vessel with a cargo 
of Mormons to leave London for New York, from thence coming 
across the plains with ox teams in Captain MacArthur’s and James 
Andrus’ Company, arriving in Salt Lake in October, 1863. James 
William Watson of this review located at Bountiful and there 
engaged in the broom making business. Within a comparatively 
short period, however, both parents and son removed to Farming- 
ton, and there occurred the death of thè devoted wife and mother. 
John W. Watson was for a time in the colony along the Muddy 
River, but shortly afterward removed to the Kanab community 
of Kane County, whence he subsequently removed to St. George, 
Washington County, he having been one of the sterling pioneer 
citizens of Utah at the time of his death. 

James William Watson gained his early education in the schools 
of his native land and was about fifteen years of age when he came 
with his parents to Utah, the family having crossed the Atlantic 
on an old-time sailing vessel and the long and weary journey across 
the plains to Utah having been with wagon and ox team, so that 
the entire journey from England to the destination was one of 
slow locomotion. While Mr. Watson was located at Bountiful he 
resided in the home of the Ashby family and there learned the 
trade of broom making, which he followed incidentally after he 
had, with his father, located on the Muddy River, he having en- 
gaged in farming on the Nevada side of the river. In 1866, while 
he was residing at Farmington, he was called with others to go to 
the Sevier River district and assist in defending the settlements 
against attack by the Indians, at the time of the Black Hawk war. 

In 1868 he was sent with other pioneers to the Muddy River, and 
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